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New Record in High Class A?artment House Buﬂ&ing
31 of the Bronx for 1910

Structures of Expensive Type Have Been Projected for the First Half of the Present Year

Than in Any Preceeding Period.~~~Remarkable Development of Hunt's Point District in

Intervale Avenue Vicinity.~~~Averade Cost of All Buildings in the Bronx Since
J anuary 1 Exceeds $20,000.-~-—A Gre!\at City Bor&ering Manhattan.
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Panoramic View of Intervale Avenue Section of the Old Simpson Estate in the Bronx-—Showing Magnitude of Recent Apartment House Development.

More apartments of a high-class charac-

' ter have been projected and are now in
| course of construction in the Borough of

the Bronx since Jan. 1 than during & sim-
{lar periocd of any preceding year., In-
deed, judging from the number of build-
ing plans that had passed through the
Bronx Department of Bulldings thus far
in 1910, it 13 easy to see that the bullding
operations to supply the rapidly Increas-
ing population in that borough has by no
means reached their limit,

What the Subway has done for the
Bronx may be discerned at a glance from
the accompanying illustration showing
the blocks of high-class apartments which
have gone up as if by maglc within the
last few months in the Intervale Avenue
sectlion, 163d and Kelly Streets. The new
Intervale Avenue statlon has rendered
this great district of the Bronx, extend-
ing eastward to Hunt’s Point, readily ac-
cessible to thousands of familles, while
just above the Intervale Avenue station
is the Simpson Street staiion, and below
is the Prospect Avenue station,

The once broad fields and open pas-
ture lands of the Simpson, Tiffany, and
other estates In that locality are now
practically covered with six-story apart-
ments., Virtually all of the bhig tract
originally owned by the American Real
Estate Company has been highly devel-
oped by different operators, including the
Johnson, Morgenthau, and Leitner inter-
ests, and one who has not visited that
part of the Bronx within two or three
vears would be amazed at the magnitude
and permanency of the city improvements
in that section.

In the district Jjust below the Hunt’s
Point section proper building hag been so
active for the last three years that nearly
all of the desirable corners and blocks
have been utllized by apartments, and
they have proved excellent investments.

Tho opening of the Intervale Avenue sta.-I

tion has stimulated the building opera-
tions in the great district north of Long-
wood Avenue, bounded on the north by

the Bronx River. In many respects this
district offers admirable residential pos-
sibilities. Hunt's Point Avenue, g fine
new road, bisects this large plot, run-
ning from the Hunt's Point station of the
New Haven & Hartford Rallroad direct
to the Sound. Not far away is the Joseph
Rodman Drake Park, recently renovated
and put in respectable condition through
t}iae efforts of Park Commissioner Hig-
g1ns., )

Statistics, usually dry facts, neverthe-

‘less present many Iinteresting features

when clearly shown. In order that one
may acquire a correct idea of the great

city that is still in the making above;

Manhattan and across the Harlem River
the subjoined map has been designed to
show these two prominent sections that
have experienced more important apart-
ment house building operations than any
other territory of equal area in the bor-
ough. 7The accompanying statistics pre-
pared Ly the Department of Buildings of
the Bronx supply at a glance more in-
structive material than could be acquired
by columns of descriptive matter,

©f particular interest is the showing
made in the larger section, or No, 2, for
the five months of this year. It will be
noticed that up to June 1 eighty-five new
bulldings "were projected for that aren,
as contrasted with eighty-six for the
entire year of 1909. These eighty-five
buildings provided room for nearly as
many families as were provided by the
1909 operations, while the total cost for
thig year's five months was but 300,000
less than for all of the bulldings erected
there last year. This In itself furnishes
food for reflection,

It will evidently be only a short time
before this great Hunt's Point district
will be nearly all occupied by large and
expensive family structures. Appreciat-
ing this fact, the American Real Estate
Company {s now preparing the extensive
Watson estate property, just north of the
Bronx River and directly east of the Nesw
Haven & Hartford Rallroad tracks.
Gangs of workmen are grading the land
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The building operations for the past six years Iin the above two sections,
which have been marked by particularly heavy apartment house operations of
a high class character, are clearly presented by the following figures furnished
by the Department of Buildings, Borough of the Bronx:

SECTION 1.
Number of

SECTION &,
Number 0f

Yenar, Bldgs., TFamilies, Cost. Bldgs. Famlilies, Cost.

1905. PN N W N N A AN RN N N 43 758 $1|803l835 41 465 81’124'000
1906. PN R BRI RN N N NI N 51 855 1.519’000 88 340 982.000
1907 .ceceaccscoacnsencases 1O 169 300,000 47 184 808,400
1908. . eceesccsnccncasss 91 655 1,965,800 G4 258 990,200
1000. . i cececrcncneness.118 1,058 3,211,950 86 869 2,485,000
1910 (3 months)......... 17 286 1,021,000 | 85 837 2,186,800

Total.eeecvovencees 330 8,781 $£0,821,5685 | 411 2,953 $8,5676,600

for building operations in the near future.) structures, only four costing less than

A new record for apartment house build-
ing will be established in the Bronx this
yvear. whatever may be the total results
of the entire building operations. Last
vear was the greatest ever seen In the
Bronx in the number and value of new
buildings, but present indications seem to
point to an even greater record this year.

To enumerate briefly a few statistics to
prove how the tide is running, the Build-
ing Department reports for the frirst six
months of 1909 give plans for 1,356 build-
ings of all kinds at a total cost of $22,-

092,760. Up fo June 15 this year, lacking,
therefore, two weeks of the full six
months, plans have been filed for 9Hio

buildings costing $20,373,385, proving that
more expensive structures are being erect-
ed, for when the returns of the last two
weeks of June are added the total cost
will bo close to, if not quite, equal to the
1909 records, although less in number of
buildings.

The gverage cost of all structureg for
which plans have been approved in the
Bronx up to June 13 this year is_ $20,806,
an average only exceeded by_the building
operations of Manhattan and Chicago.

The apartment house records_are of pe-
culiar interest, as they have a direct bear-
ing upon investment possibilities, real es-
tate values, transit facilities and needs,
and the increase in population.. In 1909,
for the first Séxtmonthsi a ?r al of 4-%'3
apartments an enements were projeci~
e(11), costing $15,194,000. TFor 1010, up to
June 15, lacking two weeks of an ac-
curate comparison with the first six
months of 1909, loans were apg}‘gved for
447 apartments, costing $15,807,500, one
house less than the first six monthg of
1009, and yet exceeding in aggregate cost
by about $700,000. :

Tn 1009 these 448 apartments were dl-
vided into 369, costing over 310'900 cach,
seventy-five costing less than $15,000, and
four frame flats, The 447 projected thlis
vear up to June 15 included no frame
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$15,000 and 443 over $15.000.

The following list 0f some of the more
important apartment house coperations
now under way present a forcible {llustra-
tion of the character of these improve-
ments in the Bronx at the present time:
A five-story brick apartment occupying
the triangular block bounded by Pros-
pect Avenue, Kelly Streect, and St. John's
Avenue, costlng 8§250,00, by the Mer-
cury Realty Company; a five-story house
costing $70,000 on the northwest corner
of Intervale Avenue and Beck Strect,
$1.10 by 80, by the oJhn J. Tully Construc-
tion Company; a six-story structure on
the northwest corner of Kelly and 163d
Streets, costing $125,000, by the Advance
Buildine Company, and a similar apart-
ment, also costing $125,000 on the north-
east corner of Intervale Avenue and 163d
Street, by the same concern; a six-story
building on the southwest corner of 163d
and Fox Streets, 108 by 90, costing $110,-
600, by the Emil Renting Company; a
row of eleven four-story buildings on the
east side of Beck Strecet, 100 feet north
of Longwoed Avenue, tosting $220,000, by
the Beck Street Realty Company; two six-
story brick houses on the east side of
Southern DBoulevard, 100 feet north of
Barreito Street, 112 by 835, costing $300,000, .
by the Brook Construction Company; a
row of eight four-story brick houses on
the east side of Xelly Street, 125 feect
north of 1G3d Street, costing $200,000, by
the Winnie Construction Company.

wWith its increasing population the addl-
tional school needs of the Bronx have
been recognized by the projection of three
new schools to cost $§740,000, as against
three schoolhouses for the first six months
of 19009, costing but $122,850. There has,
been considerable building this year of
manufactories and sworkshops, forty-four
buildings of this character having been.
planned for construction costing $736,400
as against twenty-four for 1909 up to,

July 1, costing $503,570. |
|




