Red and White Clover (Trifolium sp.)
	Alternate Names
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purple Clover, Trefoil, and Wild Clover (Red Clover)
Dutch Clover (White Clover)

	Mature Plant Size
Red Clover: 6-16 inches
White Clover: 4-10 inch long creeping stems.

	Plant Description
Red Clover: The leaves are alternate, trifoliate (with three leaflets that bear a chevron, or a pale V-shape), each leaflet 15–30 mm long and 8–15 mm broad, green with a characteristic pale crescent in the outer half of the leaf; the petiole is 1–4 cm long, with two outgrowths at the base of the leafstalk (stipules).
White Clover: The leaves, which by themselves form the symbol known as shamrock, are trifoliolate, smooth, elliptic to egg-shaped and long-petioled and bear a chevron. The stems function as stolons, so white clover often forms mats, with the stems creeping as much as 7 in a year, and rooting at the nodes.


	Flower and Seed Description
Red Clover: The globular, pea-like flowers clustered together at the top of the hairy stem. The flower heads are made up of many tiny flowers grouped together. They are dark pink (magenta) with a paler base, 12–15 mm long, produced in a dense flower cluster.
White Clover: Heads of whitish flowers, often with a tinge of pink or cream that may come on with the aging of the plant. The heads are generally 0.6–0.8 in wide, and are at the end of 2.8-in flower stalks (peduncles).


	Flowering Time
Red Clover: May to September
White Clover: May to October


	Geographic Range
Red Clover: Native to western Asia and northwest Africa and has become naturalized in many other regions throughout the world.
White Clover: Native to Europe, North Africa, and West Asia and introduced worldwide.

	Habitat
Clover grows in open fields, meadows, lawns, and roadsides.

	Faunal Associations
Food source for many mammals including white-tailed deer, wild turkey, red fox, eastern cottontail, and woodchuck. Caterpillars of the common sulphur and eastern tailed blue butterflies feed on the leaves of clover. Bees, butterflies, and other insects help pollinate clover.

	Adapted from:
Zim, Herbert, Flowers, Golden Books, NY, 1987,  Wikipedia.org



