Hunts Point Slave Burial Ground (HPSBG) Project 

Science Leaf Rubbing Lesson (Grades K-5)
http://hpsbg.weebly.com/ 

Focus of the Lesson: How to get to know your leaf or trunk through make a rubbing?  

· Objective: To learn about special characteristics of leaves through leaf rubbing.
Common Core Learning Standards: 

· Speaking & Listening 

· SL.1.4.  Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

· SL.1.5.  Add drawings or other visual descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

· SL.3.3.  Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.

· Writing

· W.2.3.  Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.
Additional Standards and/or Scope and Sequence:

· Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) implement “standards for K–5 reading in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the K–5 Reading standards.” Please visit the CCLS home page for further information (http://www.corestandards.org/). For further guidance and alignment, please see the NYS Social Studies Standards and NYC Social Studies Scope and Sequence, which are accessible from the HPSBG website. 

Connection to Prior Teaching: Students are never too young to study do plant studies.  In this activity, the students will be able to take a closer look at special characteristics of leaves of many plants from Drake Park.  This activity can be done at Drake Park or in the classroom.
Materials/Resources/Readings:
· Large crayons (with wrapping paper removed)
· Tracing paper
· Science journals

· Pencils
· HPSBG Plant Identification Guide (see “Science Resources” at HPSBG website)

· Leaves collected from Drake Park 
· Scotch tape 

· Clip boards

· NOTE: See library (306) and science room (507) for available materials

Lesson Procedure: 

· Introduction and Guided Practice:

· Teacher demonstrates how to do leaf rubbing.  It is most effective to do rubbing on the underside of leaves because the vines are much more pronounce and visible.   First, use two pieces of scotch tape to anchor leaf bottom side down onto paper.  Next, turn paper over and clip it to a clipboard.  Finally, lay crayon down on paper and gently rub over paper until the veins and outline of leaf is clearly visible.
· Independent Exploration:
· Have each student select a leaf for the activity.  The students can work in groups of twos to take turns using the clipboard and crayons.  Remind students to write their name on their masterpiece.

· Summary and Share:
· Have students do pair share and talk about their leaf rubbing experience.  Encourage the students to describe special features of their leaf for the rubbing activity.

Follow Up: 

· Allow students time to expand their creativity and encourage them to complete additional rubbing using a few leaves on one page.  Have students make comparison of their leaf rubbing with others.

· Students will write a narrative piece to recall their leaf rubbing experience.
· High function group- write a short paragraph of how they did the leaf rubbing.
Mid function group- write in sentences and use illustration to recall their experience.
Low function group: Write in simple sentences and phrases and illustration to recall the learning experience.
· The students can do tree rubbing of tree trunks and do further comparison of the eight tree species at Drake park.
Attached Resources: See library (306) and science room (507) for available resources.
Lesson Developed by Ms. D. Connolly

