Hunts Point Slave Burial Ground Project
Leaf Pressing Lesson

Developed By Allison Grabe
Focus of the lesson: Preparing and making it comprehensible for students to press leaves at the Burial Ground.

Common Core Learning Standards:

· Writing: W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.

· Speaking & Listening: SL.2.1 participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in a small and larger groups.

Materials/Resources/Readings:

· Leaf Pressing Video developed by Daisy Connolly on HPSBG website

· A Leaf Can Be… By: Laura Purdie Salas

· Student Activity Sheet

· Laminated Leaf Pressing done by Daisy. They are in her room if you want to borrow them.

Lesson Procedure

· Introduction- During the reading period of the same day you can do this lesson: read A Leaf Can Be… After you read the book, ask the students “what are some ways leaves can be important?”
· Then you can begin this lesson during the science period. Before showing the video to the students ask them questions to help activate their prior knowledge. Show them the video on leaf pressing.
· Questions to ask before video Where do leaves come from? Have you ever picked up a leaf and brought it home? If so, what happened to the leaf? Why is leaf pressing important?
· Guided Practice: After the video is over review the steps to pressing leaves with the students. Ask, What was the FIRST thing that happened? What happened NEXT, AFTER THAT, what happened? FINALLY?  Write their responses on paper. If they are not in order go over the order with the students, and ask them to correct the order of the steps. Make sure you emphasize the sequence words, which will help them when filling in their graphic organizer. 
· Independent Exploration:  On their own the students will then complete the graphic organizer. Some students will have to draw and the other students will be able to use the pictures Daisy has provided us with. 
· Differentiation:  Depending on their level the students will have different graphic organizers.
· Summary and Share: After the students are all done they will share their work.
Assessment: The students are assessed based on the sequence of events and if they used the sequence of events words.
Follow Up: The students will have the opportunity to go to the burial ground and pick their leaves and press them. 
#1

Leaf Pressing Sequence of Events.

Vocabulary Words:

· First


Press

· Next


Boards

· Then


Newspapers

· Finally

Water

	In order draw a picture of each step of leaf pressing.
	Describe what is happening in each picture.

	
	_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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#2

Leaf Pressing Sequence of Events.

Vocabulary Words:

· First


Press

· Next


Boards

· Then


Newspapers

· Finally

Water

	In order draw a picture of each step of leaf pressing.
	Describe what is happening in each picture.

	
	First,

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	Next,

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	Then,

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________



	
	Finally,

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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