TRODMAN DRAKE PARK:T

Dear Mr, Hall:

It was proposed some years ago 1o form |
park in the Hunt’s Point neighbyprhood, to be
dalled Drake Park. I and others appeared be-
fore the Aldermen of the Bronx to explain the
conditions. and give reasons why Drake, identi-
fied es he was with New York, and especially
with the Bronx.region, (you will recall his
charming lines to the Rlver Bronx.) would be
particularly titted to give a2 name to a vark.
It was understood then that the park was lald
out so tha.t the knoll: on which the little bury-
ing ground lles. would fall within the boun-
darles of the.park, and that the design had
been accepted and the park was to be formed.
- That decided the family not to remove the
monument to some place in New York, where
it woulld be better cared for and protected from
vandals and souvenir hunters. But nothing
gseems to have been done.

The promised Drake Park appears little bet-
ter than an amiable suggestion, so that I, for
one, am- more and more of the opinion that
gome such disposition should be made of the
grave and its contents. Unless the city pro-
poses. tn earnest to form thie park, I think the
monument shouid be removed by .the family.

" If, however, there i3 a determined purpose
on the part of the citizens of the Bronx to
honor Drake by forming this park, I should
glve my vote to keep the remains where they
are, anc to piace -the monument and grave in

'the hunds of the Scenic and Historic Society,

which Aalready has done so much to furthen

‘the preservation of natural scenery and his-

torierd] landmarks in and abnut New- York. I
do not doubt that other descendants of the
poet, who are equally interested anad fully aa
competent as I to declde the quesiion, will he
found fo agree with me. 1 shull bo glad 1o oD~
tain their consent. CHARLES DE KAY.
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