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"Years of Neglect, Puts Paet's |
' Tomb in Order.. -

Bronx Park Commissioner, Af

»

HIS FAMILY HAD' PROTESTED
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Manr Who Composed * The Amgr!céﬁ‘
Flag” '\N'a"sTB'u'ried;_in a Pr!v’ﬁta; %
Cemetery at Hunt’s Point. ' /
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It will probably surprise many personi|
who have deplored in the last dozen'years
the neglected condgition of the gra&ve"_:zb:
James Rodman Drake, author of ; *Thej

‘ S pd i

Culpiit Fay ' and * The Amerlcan Flag,”.
to learn that his tomb is now being re-:
stored to a semblance of neatness.” The]
body of the poet is burted in the Borough;
of the Bronx., abdut a'mile to th&iwest
of Hunt's Point. He was burled iu.ikel
old Hunt family burfal ground, and when,
several years £go, that part of the Broox|
was laid out into regular city streets.and
no provision was made for retaining tie,
historic spot, many protests arasse from]
various historic gocieties -And literary &
sociations. N
As a result of these protests the ¢&lty
altered the original street plan so a.s;_‘_'jt.eﬁ
retain”the burtal plot as a little park, asd
it has since been known as the James
Rodman Drake Park. Petitlons hava beex
made from tiime to time for a satisfactor: 1
appropriation to put the park, which cons
tains half a dozen acres, 1nfo Proper:cops

dition. " The money__nas not yel _besn
forthcoming, but ¥ark Commissioneg
Higgins somewhat “over & month ‘Bgo:
assumed the respongibility -for dolng*what]
he could to make the néglected sguaré
look 1like a.park, and:from  the. regular
park appropriations he has sucdcsadad:in
accomplishing wmore  in * the  ‘last “.three
weeks than has ever begn. done befprig'::

The new Park Commissioner pz:r.-ftng
Bronx has gone about his work withou
any fanfare of trumpets, and even:the
.officers of the American Hcenig and-Hiss
toric Preservation Soclety, who have persi
sistently urged for many years the rgstod
ration of the park, were not awarg.yess:
terday that actual work had begun, ..iti

‘““ Now that we have started,” sgald.-{nq
Commissionrer yesterda.%r. ‘* perhaps - wewlil
get in the near future the necessary funtidd;
to fill in the swamp and low ground . af.
‘the rear of the park, put an &ttmﬁg.
fence around it, and make it a credit it
‘the Bronx as well as to the city. TR

“T am having the paths repalref;3a!
number of shrubs sand trees planted;;{1he;
'old trees trimmed up, the weedasand|
| brambles cut out, and zll of the old tombs;
stones have been straightened and inapy:
which have been prone on the g:ongd‘;
for a guarter of a century or mora;‘-‘hg.ya -'
been put in place. The masonry Ol
the Drake grave, the most ImposSing : Iiomsa:;
ument in tpe place, has been renewed,:and{
within al douple of weeks the little Dm‘kﬂ
park will be well worth visiting.” s

}

To fittingly commemorate the cc:1_’!'1;:»13’2}«‘__)j
tion of tha ‘work Commissioner Higging)
has drawn up a tentative plan far:.a
celebration at the park on Memorigl
Day. Charles De Kay will spesk and g
delegatiorn of students from the Mozris
High School will be present, and onaiof
them vill recite ‘Drake's famous poam,
“ The American Flag.”” This is the qpen«

ing stanza: o - ;v“:ﬂ
When Freedom from her mountain height: |

AR

Unfurled her standard to.the alr, RV
She tore the azure robe of night, A
And set the stars of glory there. Tt

o e A

She mingled with lts gorgeous dyes It
The milky baldric of the skies, Y
AnA striped tta pure, celestial white, ...
IWith streakings of the morning . light. 5 52
Nolwithstanding the fact that -_’?_l.th_e{
RBrownson Literary Union in 1891 -had
shown its admiration for the poet whoD
was cut off from a life of great literary
promise at the age of 23 years, by:re-
storing the monument, vears of neglect]
{ had so injured the tomb that a short time
ago the descendants of the poet ware

4

about to request the Park Department
for permission to remove the body, r&irz’
James Rodman Drake was born !rﬁ;—,'fth_ﬁi'

lower part of the city in 1795. Ie nvas
married in 1816 to a daughter of Henry
Eckford. the famous shipbuilder, andiiy
that vear he composed his _most famouy
cem, ** The Culprit ¥ay.” His ode to;;tt;s

merican Flag was compoged in 1819,:the

vear before his death. ¥e had been.af:
fllcted with consumption for. some time|
and, as the inscription on the tomb states,
he died Sept. 21, 1820, and his- cloges!
triend, Fitz-Greene Haleck, wrote-»ix’r;-;m?,_
memorv those lines: c lemiee
None knew thee but to love these, = f.°.°.

Nor named thee but to pralse. AL

His - tombd conslists of “a nlain matrble.
shaft seven feet high on a marble base
about three reet square. ¥e spent much,
of his time during his later vears-atbiha
old Hunt homestead on Hunt's -Point,
The little park is not far from theé XHunts
Point station on the New HMaven branca
line running from Mott Haven to iNew

ochelle. and is about a mile east of the
ntervale Avenue station of the Subway.

Cemmissioner Higgins Is having a._.__lngq-.-[
some flagpele erecteq in thé park :near
the tomb, and the first flag that hasteyen
flown over -the grave. will be un{gg}g?

there on Decoration Day. R
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