Hunts Point Slave Burial Ground (HPSBG) Project 

Science Leaf Mounting (Grades 2 and up)
http://hpsbg.weebly.com/ 

Focus of the Lesson: How to preserve leaves though leaf mounting?
· Objective: The students will learn to preserve leaves through leaf mounting.
Common Core Learning Standards: 

· Speaking: Comprehension and Collaboration
· SL.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· Reading: Informational Text
· RI.3.7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).
· Writing: Research to Build and Present Knowledge
· W.3.8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories.

Additional Standards and/or Scope and Sequence:

· Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) implement “standards for K–5 reading in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the K–5 Reading standards.” Please visit the CCLS home page for further information (http://www.corestandards.org/). For further guidance and alignment, please see the NYS Social Studies Standards and NYC Social Studies Scope and Sequence, which are accessible from the HPSBG website. 

Connection to Prior Teaching: This is an extension of plants study at Drake Park.  The students will preserve their leaves through leaf pressing.  After the completion of leaf pressing, the students can do leaf mounting so that they can keep their leaves for future studies.

Materials/Resources/Readings:
· Dried leaves from leaf pressing

· Elmer's glue

· Paint brushes

· Plastic trays

· Wax paper

· Oak tag

· Markers

· Masonite boards

· Cardboard

· Bungee cords

· Science journals

· Pencils
· NOTE: See library (306) and science room (507) for available materials

Lesson Procedure: 

· Introduction and Guided Practice:
· NOTE: This activity is best to have students work in small groups of four of less.  In addition, use two leaves to show top and under side of each plant specie for leaf mounting.
· 1.  Put glue on tray and spread glue on tray with brush.
· 2.  Carefully press leaf down on glue.  (Make sure you are pressing down the side of leaf that that you want to adhere to oak tag.
· 3.  Place leaf on oak tag.
· 4.  Use a clean dry brush to brush down leaf onto oak tag and use a marker to write plant identification on card.
· 5.  Place wax paper over leaf mounting.
· 6.  Place mounting on masonite board.
· 7.  Repeat steps 1-6 for additional leaf mounting.
· 8.  For proper drying, add a few layers of newspaper between of each leaf mounting.  Furthermore, add cardboards between every three oak tags.
· 9.  Add masonite over the last leaf mounting and tide down the layers with bungee cords and allow a few days for proper drying.

· Summary and Share:
· Have students do pair share and talk about their leaf mounting experience.  Encourage the students to describe special features of their leaf for the rubbing activity.
· Have students turn and talk to partner about leaf mounting experience. Encourage students to describe their leaves in details and the leaf species they used.

Follow Up: 

· The students write about their leaf pressing experience in their science journal.

· High function group-have student write a paragraph to recap the activity.
· Mid function group- have students write a few sentences to recap details of the activity.
· Low function group- have the students can use phrases and pictures to recap the activity.
Attached Resources: See library (306) and science room (507) for available resources.
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